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If I could call her corpus that—a body—I would say that self-

awareness seeps through its pores. In her fiction no universe

ever closes—it opens and multiplies. None is like the other,

and yet they are all part of the same conversation.

McBridean ars poetica
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I focus on the (de)composition of Eily, the protagonist of
McBride’s second and fourth novels, The Lesser Bohemians
(2016) and The City Changes Its Face (2025). By analyzing
Eily’s performative selfhood as a form of unfolding, I explore
how McBride’s writing resists restrictive contentions of
identity. I suggest that Eily’s transformations showcase
McBride’s own interest as an author: an ongoing inquiry into
what it means to be—or, rather, to become—a “girl.”

4



(De)composition
An aesthetic grounded in a construction out of rupture. My use of parentheses evokes the
impossibility of understanding the world through absolute and fixed concepts, while also
emulating the hinge-like foundation of “becoming” in Deleuze and Guattari. At the same
time, it prefigures a negotiation of intensities: since affect is a force that circulates between
disintegration and plenitude, bodies undergo exchanges that take place between fracture
and belonging in relation to other bodies. 
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Unfolding

A narrative strategy that emulates depersonalization: “the splitting off from the body … to
endure the [traumatic] experience” (Probyn 80). In McBride’s work, protagonists navigate
the wide spectrum between unbecoming and becoming without falling pray into a pursuit
of an organicist identity, and the key to traverse from one side to the other—and, more
importantly, all their in-betweens—is invention.



“I am busy in the smallest part of my life.”
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(Bohemians 98)
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(Bohemians 96) 



“Morning. Light. Him asleep on my hair, legs
patterned to mine” 
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(Bohemians 53)



“Recreating a memory from the inside out.
Every detail. Sound. Every smell. As though
you were back there again.”
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(Bohemians 229)
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(Bohemians 96) 



“Acting just seemed to offer me another life
for free.”
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(Bohemians 96)



“the fucked-up body getting fucked” 
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(Bohemians 164)
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“I love you, Eily.”

(Bohemians 214) 

“I am her.” 

(Bohemians 215) 

“a form of thing” 

(Bohemians 105) 
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(Bohemians 303) 

“Two months, Eily, he says, Or two years or twenty,
whatever you’ll give me, I’ll take.” 



Eily must confront a “secret want” (City 302)
triggered by “That first, never finished,
version of [herself] that haunts the old
haunts of was” (38).
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“all those far sadder (de)compositions

of mutual in-compossibilities”
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(Seigworth and Gregg 2)
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“As you progress through life you realise you
survive. Bad things happen and you survive. …
And that is less celebrated in our culture than it
should be.”

(McBride, Women Writers)



19

Re-formingRe-forming



Thank you!

carolinaulloah@filos.unam.mx



21

Works Cited

Caruth, Cathy. Unclaimed Experience. Trauma, Narrative, and History. John Hopkins UP, 1996.

Costello-Sullivan, Kathleen. Trauma and Recovery in the Twenty-First Century Irish Novel. Syracuse UP, 2018.

Deleuze, Gilles. Difference and Repetition. Translated by Paul Patton. Columbia UP, 1994.

Deleuze, Gilles, and Félix Guattari. A Thousand Plateaus. Translated by Brian Massumi. University of Minnesota Press,

1987.

McBride, Eimear. The City Changes Its Face. Faber & Faber, 2025.

---. The Lesser Bohemians. Hogarth, 2016.

---. Women Writers from Ireland and Latin America. Conversations from Coast to Coast: Eimear McBride Q&A

Session.Coordinado por Karolina Ulloa, 6 de febrero de 2025, Librería U-tópicas, Coyoacán, Ciudad de México.

Probyn, Elspeth. “Writing Shame”. The Affect Theory Reader. Edited by Gregory J. Seigworth y Melissa Gregg. Duke UP,

2010, pp. 71-90.

Scarry, Elaine. The Body in Pain. The Making and the Unmaking of the World. Oxford University Press, 1985.

Seigworth, Gegory J. y Melissa Gregg. “An Inventory of Shimmers”. The Affect Theory Reader. Edited by Gregory J.

Seigworth y Melissa Gregg. Duke University Press, 2010, pp. 1-25.


